THE INCANS AKB PBE-INCANS           313

ventionalized representations of objects of -a purely
decorative character. There are a few, however,
which are difficult to explain on this hypothesis, &nd
which may prove to be true inscriptions. Notable
among these are the sculptured stones at Sahhuaya-
cu? about one hundred and eighty miles northeast of
Cuzco, in a district probably never under In-
can dominion. In one of these there are twenty-four
characters, all but seven of which are repeated two or

Pre-Incan "Inscription" at SaKhuayacu, Peru.
more times, much as if they were true letters and
formed words. The great trouble is that the same
characters seldom appear in the same sequence or
relation on any two glyphs. Moreover, were the
inscriptions carved by some race possessing a
written language, it is remarkable that so few in-
scriptions were made. And as identical or similar
characters are not known upon the ruins, monuments
or ceramics of the civilized races of the country, it
would seem more probable that they are of a sym-
bolic or pictographic character and the work of the
savages of the district.
For sending messages and for recording certain
events, the Incas used a complex system of knotted
colored strings or cords called quipos. Records of
Imperial property were kept by means of decimal